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November 1 at 7pm 

David Heatley
November 2 at 4pm 

Sean and Gianna Stellato
November 6 at 7pm 

Eric Chason

November 7 at 7pm 

Maxim Shrayern
November 16 at 4pm 

Kendra Ferriera



Frankissstein 
by Jeanette Winterson 
(Grove Press)

Winterson uses the story of Frankenstein to 
expound on the future of sex, gender, AI, and 
transformation. Starting with the conditions 
under which Mary Shelley wrote the original 

Frankenstein and moving into the near-future where Ry is at a 
tech show featuring what’s next in AI (artificial intelligence) and 
interviewing different people in the industry, including a man 
who manufactures sexbots. Winterson masterfully weaves her 
philosophy into a rollicking, good story.

- Percy Sutton

Face It 
by Debbie Harry 
(Dey St./Harper Collins)

Fans of Debbie Harry will rejoice at the mention 
of a long-awaited for memoir! Told in a fantastic 
circuitous style, Debbie writes like we are 
sitting down to tea with a long-lost aunt finally 

ready to tell the story of her wanderings. And what amazing 
tales they are! From the early age of an adopted child, to the 
crazy beginnings of Blondie, to fame and fortune (and the 
financial troubles that come with that), to her film career and 
solo work and reunion of Blondie  –Debbie Harry covers it all. 
Unapologetic in her sexuality, her cosmetic surgery, Harry 
comes across as the survivor that she is. Like all great punk 
rock stories, half of the fun is finding out who else was there-
The Ramones, Iggy Pop, David Bowie, Basquiat, Andy Warhol 
and the list goes on and on! While most of us weren’t living in 
the punk rock heyday of New York city, Debbie’s memoir takes 
us to a time we all wish we could have been a part of.

- Jennifer Kandarian

Late Migrations:  
A Natural History of  Love and Loss 
by Margaret Renkl 
(Milkweed Editions)

This book slowly builds, one story upon 
another, with everyday observations on nature 
and life. Interspersing her grandmother’s 

stories with her own, each essay is accompanied by an 
illustration done by the author’s brother. Life in all of its ups and 
downs, the cycle of life and death explored on a personal level. 
Small details add up in these beautiful essays.

- Percy Sutton 

Friday, November 1 at 7pm 
David Heatley  
Qualification
David Heatley had an unquestionably troubled 
and eccentric childhood: his father a sexually 
repressed alcoholic, his mother an overworked 
compulsive overeater. Then David’s mother 

gains control of  her weight through Overeaters Anonymous, and 
a sense of  support and community from Al-Anon. She coaxes 
David’s father into AA as well, and it seems to help. David, 
meanwhile, grows up struggling with his own troublesome 
sexual urges and seeking some way to make sense of  it all. 
Eventually he starts attending meetings too. Alcoholics 
Anonymous. Overeaters Anonymous. Debtors Anonymous. 
Sexaholics Anonymous. More and more meetings. Meetings 
for issues he doesn’t have. With stark, sharply drawn art and 
unflinching honesty, Heatley explores the strange and touching 
relationships he develops, and the truths about himself  and his 
family he is forced to confront while “working” an ever-increasing 
number of  programs. The result is a complicated, unsettling, and 
hilarious journey—of  far more than 12 steps.

David Heatley’s comics and drawings have appeared on the cover of  The New 
Yorker and in every section of  The New York Times. His work has also appeared 
in Granta, McSweeney’s, Best American Comics (cover artist), Nickelodeon 
Magazine, and Time Out, among many others. 

STAFF PICKS

AUTHOR & SPECIAL EVENTS

Toil and Trouble 
by Augusten Burroughs 
(St. Martin’s Press)

Augusten Burroughs never ceases to amaze 
his readers with his honest writing style and 
stories, and Toil and Trouble won’t disappoint his 
fans! A gift shared with his mother, witchcraft 

has been passed down his family tree and has guided his life. 
Told through the tale of moving from the city life to the wilds 
of Connecticut, Augusten’s gift guides he and Christopher 
to the right place, at the right time-and saves them with a 
little premonition! You are invited (perhaps welcomed?) to be 
skeptical, but once you finish the book you might just wonder 
why you ever were.

- Jennifer Kandarian 



Saturday, November 2 at 4pm 
Sean and Gianna Stellato  
Football Magic
This was supposed to be the last time Buddy 
would have to move for a while. At least, that’s 
what his dad had promised when they first 

arrived in Salem, Massachusetts, a town still deeply rooting in 
its bewitching history. Buddy doesn’t ask for much: become the 
starting QB, make friends, always try my hardest, dream big, 
repeat. He hopes that maybe he can help the school’s team 
make it to the league championships. But when he discovers 
an old football and a mysterious spell book, things in Salem get 
downright magical. Being the new kid isn’t easy, but will Buddy 
finally learn what it means to belong to a team?

NFL sports agent Sean Stellato has never backed down from a challenge. Once 
told “skinny kids don’t make it in a sports full of  giants,” he defied the naysayers 
to become a star quarterback at Salem High School. He is the founder of  Stellato 
Sports, a mulit-faceted sports representation and marketing agency. In additon to 
representing numerous NFL players, Stellato Sports runs skills camps, training and 
conditioning coaching, as well as player events and promos. Sean is also an active 
member in the community, sponsoring and participating in many charitable events.

Wednesday, November 6 at 7pm 
Eric Chason  
Breathless
Lillian was a college freshman, a promising 
theater major facing the challenge of  Stargardt’s 
disease, a condition that was causing her to go 
blind. When, in the fall of  2009, Lillian became 

sick, she assured her parents it was just the flu. Four days later she 
was in the university hospital, relying on a machine to breathe 
for her. Based on her father’s journal, this memoir describes what 
it’s like to live through a parent’s worst nightmare, conveying 
the heart-wrenching ups and downs of  Lillian’s time in the 
hospital. At the same time, it recounts the life of  a remarkable 
young woman who, despite the gradual loss of  her sight, was 
determined to finish high school, attend college far from home, 
and embark on an independent life. This, her parents told each 
other, was the hardest struggle their daughter would ever face.

Eric Chason is a professor of  engineering at Brown University. All his other 
publications (more than 150 of  them) are in technical journals that are rarely 
seen outside of  libraries. This memoir is the first personal piece of  writing he has 
published. He was compelled to write it to tell the story of  his daughter Lillian.  
It has no equations. 

Thursday November 7 at 7pm 
Maxim Shrayern  
A Russian Immigrant
No longer at home in Russia, but not quite 
assimilated into the American mainstream, the 
daily lives of  Russian immigrants are fueled by a 
combustible mix of  success and alienation. Simon 

Reznikov, the Boston-based immigrant protagonist of  A Russian 
Immigrant, is restless. Unresolved feelings about his Jewish 
(and American) present and his Russian (and Soviet) past prevent 
Reznikov from easily putting down roots in his new country. A 
visit to a decaying summer resort in the Catskills, now populated 
by Jewish ghosts of  Soviet history, which include a famous émigré 
writer, reveals to Reznikov that he, too, is a prisoner of  his past. 
An expedition to Prague in search of  clues for an elusive Jewish 
writer’s biography exposes Reznikov’s own inability to move 
on. A chance reunion with a former Russian lover, now also an 
immigrant living in an affluent part of  Connecticut, unearths 
memories of  Reznikov’s last Soviet summer while reanimating 
many contradictors of  a mixed, Jewish-Russian marriage.

Maxim D. Shrayer, a translingual author, scholar and translator, is Professor 
of  Russian, English, and Jewish Studies at Boston College and Director 
of  the Project on Russian and Eurasian Jewry at Harvard’s Davis Center. 
He has authored over fifteen books in English and Russian, among them the 
internationally acclaimed memoir Leaving Russia: A Jewish Story, 
the collection Yom Kippur in Amsterdam, and the anthology Voices of  
Jewish-Russian Literature.

Saturday, November 16 at 4pm 
Kendra Ferriera  
Colour Pencil Drawing 
Techniques and Tutorials for  
the Complete Beginner

Come in for a hands-on demonstration and try out colored 
pencils. Colored pencils have many advantages, they are 
extremely lightweight and portable, you can take them wherever 
you go and create quick sketches or a detailed drawing in a 
sketchbook. Drawing with colored pencils is also fun for both 
children and adults.

Kendra Ferreira has a BFA from Massachusetts College of  Art, Boston, with a 
concentration in printmaking. She is a signature member of  the Colored Pencil 
Society of  America. Kendra is also an artist member of  several local and national 
artist organizations and her artwork has been exhibited in exhibitions throughout 
the United States. 

AUTHOR & SPECIAL EVENTS



HADASSAH BOOK CLUB

11/4 @ 7pm Managing Bubbie,  
 Russell Iazega

QUEER BOOK CLUB

11/20 @ 7pm Tales of  the City #1,  
 Armistad Maupin

 
KIDS’ STORY HOURS

Mon., Babies  10:30-11:00
Sat., All Kids  11:00-11:30

Please Note: Sometimes our story times are 
cancelled due to sickness or inclement weather. 
You’re welcome to give us a call around 10am to 
find out if  our story hours are still taking place.

BOOK CLUBS & 
DISCUSSION GROUPS
Book clubs and discussion groups are free 
and open to the public. Monthly book club 
selections will be discounted 10%.

SAVE THOSE 
RECEIPTS!

In the months of  January and July, 
bring in any of  your old Books on 
the Square receipts and we will add 
them up and give you a store credit 
worth 10% of  your purchases! 

It’s our way of thanking you 
for your business! Speak to an 
associate for details.

STAFF PICKS

A Single Thread 
by Tracy Chevalier 
(Viking)

Set in England in the 1930’s, we meet Violet Speedwell, 
her fiance and brother killed in the war, her mother unable 
to cope with her own losses. Violet’s prospects seem 

bleak, living as a spinster languishing in her mother’s house. Bravely 
she moves out on her own, to a new job and a new town, where she 
falls under the spell of the grand cathedral and the important job of 
embroidering the kneelers. Drawn into a new world of friendship and 
acceptance, Violet is able to become the woman she wants to be, on 
her own terms. Chevalier’s writing is captivating (as anyone who has 
read Girl with a Pearl Earring knows!) and wraps the reader in a cloak of 
enchantment. A Single Thread will prove to be one of the great historical 
fiction titles of the year!

- Jennifer Kandarian

Ember and the Ice Dragons 
by Heather Fawcett 
(Balzer + Bray)

An exciting fantasy fiction story in which Ember St. George 
is a dragon- well, she was, until her adoptive father turned 
her into a human girl to save her life. She still has invisible 
wings and an unpredictable tendency to go up in flames 

which makes her dangerous. She sends herself to Antarctica to visit her 
aunt at the research station where adventures happen including meeting a 
snotty prince, a lightening bolt shooting penguin, and an ice-dragon hunt. 
Fun adventure with a hint of mystery. I would recommend this to anyone 
who likes dragons 

- Kian Burke-Sanchez

The Giver of  Stars 

by Jojo Moyes 
(Viking)

I’m not sure why I’ve never read a Jojo Moyes novel 
before now-but I was drawn in by the story of a traveling 
library and I’m so glad I was! Set in rural Kentucky, English 
transplant Alice is bored to tears with the stifling life of 

a wealthy married woman. When the chance comes to work for the 
Horseback Library, Alice jumps at the chance. Teaming up with sassy, free-
thinker Margery, they, along with three other women (and the men they 
love) work together and fight against the odds in small town politics and 
small town minds. A great read for book lovers of all types-a little romance, 
a lot of determination and believable strong female characters.

- Jennifer Kandarian


