
AUGUST 2019
471 Angell Street Providence, RI • 401.331.9097 • www.booksq.com

Mon.–Sat. 9am–9pm, Sun. 10am-6pm • Check Us Out on Facebook and Twitter!

August 16 at 7pm 

Ian Saxine

August 24 at 7pm  

Charlotte Seley 
& S. TourjeeAugust 28 at 7pm  

Kirsten DeLeo



Cinderella Liberator 
by Rebecca Solnit,  
illustrations by Arthur Rackham 
(Haymarket Books)

Rebecca Solnit usually writes in-depth essays 
on what it means to be a woman in the 21st 

century and the state of current events. Cinderella Liberator 
is her first children’s book. She takes the story of Cinderella 
and gives it a feminist twist where happily ever after is not 
marrying the handsome prince. All of the characters get a 
chance for a better life by choosing to  become their best 
selves. A book that gives you hope that everyone can live 
better when they are liberated and tells us that endings are 
not defined by ingrained beliefs.

- Percy Sutton

This Poison Will Remain 
by Fred Vargas 
(Penguin Books)

Commissaire Adamsberg returns in Fred 
Vargas’s 8th mystery in the series. Vargas is 
to the French countryside what Louise Penny 
is to the province of Quebec-she is a favorite 

here at Books on the Square! A fantastic and twisty tale,  
Adamsberg is pulled from Iceland to investigate a suspicious 
set of deaths. The characters and detail of a great Vargas tale 
abound in This Poison Will Remain and will make readers 
want to delve into the whole series!

- Jennifer Kandarian

STAFF PICKS

The Nickel Boys 
by Colson Whitehead 
(Doubleday Books)

I’ve never had a book that I wanted to rush to 
the end of AND to keep going on forever until 
I read The Nickel Boys. Colson Whitehead’s 
elegant gift for language takes a brutal tale 

and compels us to delve in with eyes wide open. Set at a 
reform school in the Jim-Crow era south, this is the story of 
two teens-one full of idealism, one of skepticism-and how 
they managed to make their way. Based on actual historical 
records of a Florida reform school,  graves and stories 
survive to show both the abuse and murder of the African-
American boys in their charge. With The Nickel Boys, 
Whitehead manages to take a tale of horror and create a true 
work of art. 

- Jennifer Kandarian

Emperors of  the Deep 
by William McKeeve 
(HarperOne)

This is both a wonderful and deeply troubling 
book, an exploration of the the fragility of our 
oceans, through the lens of its apex predators, 
the sharks. Each chapter looks at different 

shark species, from the photogenic (Great Whites), and 
the weird (Hammerheads), to the obscure (Lemon Sharks), 
examining the particular challenges each species face, and 
how this impacts the ocean. It is a paean to sharks and their 
beauty and resilience, as well as a warning about the health 
of the oceans, and how the decline of sharks through human 
activity is as much a tragedy as the decline of any land animal. 
A must read for any lover of the oceans, and enlightening one 
for anyone who may be wary or afraid of sharks 

- Andrew Devrell

NECRONOMICON 
PROVIDENCE

August 22-25, 2019



AUTHOR & SPECIAL EVENTS

Friday, August 16 at 7pm 
Ian Saxine  
Properties of Empire
Properties of  Empire shows the dynamic 
relationship between Native and English systems 
of  property on the turbulent edge of  Britain’s 
empire, and how so many colonists came to 

believe their prosperity depended on acknowledging Indigenous 
land rights. Properties of  Empire challenges assumptions 
about the relationship between Indigenous and imperial property 
creation in early America, as well as the fixed nature of  Indian 
“sales” of  land, revealing the existence of  a prolonged struggle 
to re-interpret seventeenth-century land transactions and treaties 
well into the eighteenth century.

Ian Saxine is Assistant Professor of  History at Bridgewater State University. 
His writing has previously appeared in the New England Quarterly, winning the 
2013 Whitehill Prize in Early American History.

Wednesday, August 28 at 7pm  
Kirsten DeLeo  
Present through the End
This helpful and encouraging resource offers 
support for everyone accompanying someone at 
the end of  life—from the mo ment we first learn 
that someone is dying through the time of  death 

and beyond. Kirsten DeLeo shares down-to-earth advice and 
offers simple practices to help us handle our emotions, deal with 
difficult relation ships, talk about what matters, listen fully, practice 
self-care, and work through challenging situations with presence 
and grace.

Kirsten DeLeo is an international trainer with the Spiritual Care Program.  
She has been teaching in the field of  contemplative caregiving for more than 
twenty-five years, is a counselor, and has been immersed in Buddhist practice 
 for over twenty years.

Saturday, August 24 at 7pm  
Charlotte Seley  
The World is My Rival 
S. Tourjee  
Sam Says, Sam
“The World Is My Rival is a streetwise 
catalogue of  heartbreak, a record of  the daily 

aggravation of  being a mind trapped in a body like a man in 
a whale or a wreck in the ocean: ‘I can’t comprehend how live 
forever / and never die are the same.’ Modeled on the pop 
tradition of  the lost-love song, this book is for anyone who’s had 
the ‘majestic blues’ of  thwarted desire and gone back for more. - 
Elisa Gabbert Author of  L’Heure Bleue, or the Judy Poems

Charlotte Seley is a poet and writer from the Hudson Valley region of  New York, 
currently residing in Kansas City. The World is My Rival is her first full-
length poetry collection.

“Sam Says, Sam is alive with bird and 
‘potential bird,’ a powerful meditation on 
claiming one’s place and one’s possibilities in 
the world. Tourjee’s extended series of  taut, 
precise phrases reveals a mind intensely at work, 
encountering the insufficiencies of  the body and 
the limitations of  language and category. Sam 
Says, Sam is a work of  self-creation and self-

transformation and as readers, we witness, transfixed, the poet 
uttering the self  into existence, ‘exposed,’ ‘on the verge of  it,’ and 
then, triumphantly, ‘unafraid.’
S. Tourjee lives and writes and works and teaches and makes collaborative things 
in Providence RI. They are the author of  the chapbooks Ghost and When Tongue 
Was Muscle, both published by Anomalous Press.

August is the time when Providence celebrates 
the birthday of H. P. Lovecraft (August 20, 1890). 
While definitely a controversial figure, Lovecraft’s 
contributions to the horror genre are what we truly 
celebrate. Check out some of the planned activities 
this month at necronomicon-providence.com



Chances Are… 
by Richard Russo
(Knopf)

“This book reads like a literary mystery. Forty 
years ago, a woman disappeared while at a 
get-together at Martha’s Vineyard. Now, the 
four friends who were with her have returned 
to the scene, still driven by a need to know 

what happened. This latest story by Richard Russo has all the 
elements that make him one of the most popular authors today: 
characters we can relate to, settings that we see in our dreams, 
and a story both perplexing and satisfying. Fans and new readers 
alike will enjoy diving in.”

- Linda Bond, Auntie’s Bookstore, Spokane, WA

The Lager Queen of Minnesota 
by J. Ryan Stradal
(Pamela Dorman Books)

“A Minnesota family grounded in farming, beer, 
and award-winning pies is split for decades 
when one of two sisters inherits the farm. Helen 
and Edith — whose stories author J. Ryan 
Stradal effectively weaves together — stop 

speaking, while one’s fortunes soar and the other’s plummet. 
When a woman of the next generation has a chance at success, 
she may also reunite the Calder family. Stradal brings the 
heartland to the page with warmth, humor, and plenty of hops-
inspired lore.” 

- Cheryl McKeon, Book Passage, Corte Madera, CA

INDIE NEXT LIST
See what independent booksellers 
around the country are reading.  
Here are a few selections from the 
most recent Indie Bound Next List. 
These are all highly recommended and 
available now at Books on the Square.

HADASSAH BOOK CLUB

8/5 @ 7pm The Gown,  
 Jennifer Robson

9/9 @ 7pm The Inextinguishable  
 Symphony,  
 Martin Goldsmith

QUEER BOOK CLUB

8/21 @ 7pm How to Survive  
 a Summer,  
 Nick White

9/18 @ 7pm Monstrous Regiment,  
 Terry Pratchett

 
KIDS’ STORY HOURS
Story hours are on hiatus  
for the month of  August.

Please Note: Sometimes our story times are 
cancelled due to sickness or inclement weather. 
You’re welcome to give us a call around 10am to 
find out if  our story hours are still taking place.

BOOK CLUBS & 
DISCUSSION GROUPS
Book clubs and discussion groups are free 
and open to the public. Monthly book club 
selections will be discounted 10%.

SAVE THOSE RECEIPTS!
In the months of  January and July, bring in any of  
your old Books on the Square receipts and we will 
add them up and give you a store credit worth 10% 
of  your purchases! 

It’s our way of thanking you for your 
business! Speak to an associate for details.


