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Staff Picks

Red Knit Cap Girl and the Reading Tree  
by Naoko Stoop 
(Little, Brown Books for Young Readers)

Another installment in the enchanting Red Knit 

Cap Girl series by talented author and illustrator Naoko Stoop.  

This time we find Red Knit Cap Girl and her friends in the forest, 

where they learn the joy of sharing books with others.  The simple 

story of sharing is brought to life with beautiful illustrations that 

make you wish you could join the friends in the forest!  Best for 

ages 3-6 years.

 - Jennifer Kandarian

Leaving Time 
by Jody Picoult
(Ballantine Books)

Fascinating studies of elephants in the wild, clues 

overlooked in a long forgotten case file, this is an 

intense story about feisty 13 year old Jenna Metcalf 

in search of her mother, inexplicably gone since she was 3. Enlist-

ing the unwitting help of a lapsed psychic and a down-and-out 

detective finding his own way, they set out to discover her truth. 

Throw into the mix an elephant sanctuary in New Hampshire, a 

story of elephant rampage (or was it murder?) and you have Jodi 

Picoult’s newest great read. This haunting novel about observation 

is, perhaps, more importantly, a novel look at observation.

 - Andrea Bien

Vango 
by Timothée de Fombelle
(Walker Books Ltd)

In 1937 Paris, a boy named Vango is about to be 

ordained as a priest, when the police arrive. Escap-

ing arrest, (the reason why is part of the novel’s 

mystery) he is hunted across Europe, seeks out old friends, and 

attempts to decipher his enigmatic past as the threat of war looms. 

De Fombelle’s writings style is charming, and and it seems to have 

escaped translation from French unscathed, the pacing is master-

fully done, and all the characters well rounded. Indeed, the book 

seems to realize this and spends a lot of time with its secondary 

characters as well as the titular character. Funny, adventurous, 

and fast-paced, Vango is a book I am certain to save to read to my 

grandchildren, right before they ask me what life was like before 

flying cars.

 - Naz Britton

Vivian Apple At The End Of The World
by Katie Coyle
(HMH Books for Young Readers)

Being a teenager almost always involves dealing 

with lust, love, parental misunderstanding, ques-

tions of faith, and trying to find direction. Vivian 

Apple is about to attempt these typical teen challenges on the edge 

of a supposed apocalypse. A mega-church is scooping up members 

left and right to follow a charismatic leader towards an impending 

Rapture. When Viv’s parents turn into Believers, she finds herself 

on a cross country journey in search of answers and loved ones. 

Throughout this coming-of-age journey, the question around every 

corner remains the same: has the world come to an end?

 -Emily Heney

Searching for Grace Kelly  
by Michael Callahan
(Mariner Books)

If you weren’t lucky enough to be a young, single 

woman in Manhattan in 1955, just open the pages 

of this enchanting story by Michael Callahan, 

contributing editor at Vanity Fair. His first novel is an accurate and 

charming portrayal of the expectations, mores, and conventions of 

the era through the experiences of three young women from differ-

ent backgrounds, but now each residing at the prestigious Barbizon 

Hotel for Women on E. 63rd Street. Anxious for new experiences in 

an alluring world, Laura, Dolly, and Vivian become unlikely friends, 

while trying to find themselves. In the 50’s, that meant finding 

a suitable husband. The men they meet, glamorous, secretive, 

and even dangerous, change them in unexpected ways. These are 

women in search of Grace Kelly, who in myth and reality, played 

the game at the Barbizon brilliantly, and won the grand prize.

 - Andrea Bien



Fri. Jan. 30th at 7pm 
MB Caschetta, Miracle Girls

When Cee-Cee closes her eyes, she can suddenly 
see all the missing girls in the Mohawk Valley. 
It’s part of the message: they are buried in wheat 
fields and stashed behind train tracks, or sprawled 
at the bottom of the canal. Could have been you, 

one dead girl says, smart-mouthed. But instead it was me! A live 
one tied up somewhere in a basement cocks her head: But, guess 
what—you’re next! Cee-Cee tries to focus, but a terrible headache 
rises from the back of her neck, as if someone has struck her 
there. She should take her medicine, but Mrs. Patrick took away 
the pink bottles. In the thicket overhead, the branches are picked 
clean as bones, no longer swaying. Now she steps back until her 
heels butt up against the fat oak tree. In the woods, everything is 
silent. Even the trees stand still. It’s 1973 in the Mohawk Valley, 
and children are disappearing. Cee-Cee Bianco is visited by the 
Virgin Mary, but her brothers see a much darker vision. When the 
youngest Bianco falls into a coma after witnessing a brutal crime in 
the woods and Cee-Cee performs a miracle, she is guarded by war-
protesting Sisters whose order is not the benign sanctuary it seems.

MB Caschetta is the author of Lucy on the West Coast (Alyson), which Ms. 
Magazine called “a spectacular collection.” Her essays have appeared in the 
New York Times, the Chronicle of Higher Education, and Body & Soul.

Sat. Jan 31st at 4pm 
Tasneem Zehra Husain, Only 
the Longest Threads

Only the Longest Threads will thrill readers 
with its dramatic and lucid accounts of the great 
breakthroughs in the history of physics—classical 
mechanics, electromagnetism, relativity, quantum 

mechanics, quantum field theory, and string theory, each from 
the viewpoint of a (fictional) witness to the events. Tasneem 
Zehra Husain re-imagines the pivotal moments in the history of 
physics when radical new theories shifted our perception of the 
universe, and our place in it. Husain immerses the reader in the 
immediacy and excitement of the discoveries—and she guides us 
as we begin to understand the underlying science and to grasp the 
revolutionary step forward each of these milestones represents.

Tasneem Zehra Husain is a writer, educator, and Pakistan’s first 
female string theorist. She holds a PhD from Stockholm University 
and did post-doctoral research at Harvard University.

author & Special Events

Fri. Jan. 16th at 7pm 
Skylar Dorset, The Boy with the Hidden 
Name: Otherworld Book Two

Betrayal and death—not quite the prophecy Selkie 
wanted about her first love. A half-faerie princess 
with a price on her head, Selkie Stewart just 
wants a little normal in her life. Not another crazy 

prophecy. Besides, she and Ben are a team. They’re the two most 
wanted individuals in the Otherworld, and fated to bring down the 
Seelie Fairie Court and put an end to their reign of terror. Nothing 
can come between them. Until Ben leaves. And the sun goes 
out. And the chiming bells deafen all of Boston.The Seelies are 
coming. And only Selkie can stop them from destroying the world.

Skylar Dorset grew up in Rhode Island (where she still lives), graduated 
from Boston College and Harvard Law School, and has lived in 
New Orleans, Mississippi, and Washington, D.C. But she actually 
spends most of her time living with the characters in her head.

Sat. Jan. 24th at 4pm 
Kara Sundlun, Finding Dad: From 
“Love Child” to Daughter

Kara Hewes had never seen her father, Rhode 
Island Governor Bruce Sundlun, until one 
transformational moment when she awoke in 
the middle of the night as a TV news anchor 

announced his candidacy. One look at his picture and she knew she 
needed to find him. Her letters and phone calls went unanswered, 
so at seventeen, Kara hired a lawyer and announced her paternity 
suit before a packed press conference. In the middle of the media 
frenzy, Governor Sundlun did the unexpected and invited Kara 
to come live with him so he could get to know her better. Kara 
knew that in order to move forward with her father, she had to 
make the choice to forgive the past. It was her unconditional love 
that broke down the barriers separating father and daughter.

Kara Sundlun is an Emmy Award–winning television journalist. She anchors 
the news for WFSB-TV, the CBS affiliate in Connecticut, and hosts two 
shows—the popular daytime talk show Better Connecticut and Kara’s Cures, 
a guide to health and spirituality. Kara is also a contributor for the Huffington 
Post. She was named “Best Reporter” by Hartford Magazine and “Top 40 
under 40” from Hartford Business Journal and Connecticut Magazine.



The Secret Wisdom of the Earth 
by Chris Scotton 
(Grand Central Publishing)

“Struggling to recover from the trauma of his 
baby brother’s tragic death, Kevin and his broken 
mother relocate to Medger, Kentucky, for the 

summer. Their return to the Appalachian coal town in which their 
family is deeply rooted is intended to heal them both. While Kevin’s 
grandfather is just the person and the wild hollows surrounding 
their little town just the place to help him mend, Kevin finds that 
Medger and its citizens are in need of healing as well. Poverty, 
a mountaintop removal operation, and desperation are tearing 
their town and the land around it apart. Scotton’s finely wrought 
characters, perfectly paced plot, and keen sense of place make The 
Secret Wisdom of the Earth resonate with the reader long after the 
book has been finished.”  
 - Catherine Weller, Weller Book Works, Salt Lake City, UT

The Rosie Effect 
 by Graeme Simsion 

(Simon & Schuster)

“If you loved The Rosie Project, you’ll love knowing 
what happens next to Don and his new wife, Rosie, 
as they settle into their lives in New York City and 

find out that Rosie is pregnant! Rosie may love Don, but neither of 
them is sure if he’s ready to be a father. This book is as warm as 
the original and as full of Don’s humorous — and cringe-worthy — 
misunderstandings of social behavior.”  
 - Kate Madison, Penguin Bookshop, Sewickley, PA

Indie next List
See what independent booksellers around the 
country are reading. Here are a few selections 
from the most recent Indie Bound Next List. 
These are all highly recommended and available 
now at Books on the Square.

HadaSSaH Book CLuB 
1/5 @ 7pm  Meets to pick  
 upcoming selections

QuEER Book CLuB 
1/21 @ 7pm  The Call of Cthulhu  
 and Other Weird  
 Stories, H.P. Lovecraft

2/18 @ 7pm  Real Man Adventures, 
 T Cooper

TuESday afTERnoon  
Book CLuB 
1/27 @ 2pm  The Rise &  Fall of  
 Great Powers,  
 Tom Rachman

2/24 @ 2pm  The Shoemaker’s  
 Wife, Adriana Trigiani

WayLand SQuaRE 
nEIgHBoRHood MEETIng 
1/28 & 2/25 @ 7pm

Book Clubs & 
discussion groups
Book clubs and discussion groups are free 
and open to the public. Monthly book club 
selections will be discounted 10%.

kIdS’ SToRy HouRS 
Mon., Babies   10:30-11:00

Wed., All Kids   10:30-11:00

Sat., All Kids   11:00-11:30

 
Please Note: Sometimes our story 
times are cancelled due to sickness or 
inclement weather. You’re welcome to 
give us a call around 10am to find out if 
our story hours are still taking place.

HoLd on To THoSE RECEIPTS!

In the months of January and July, bring in any of your old 
Books on the Square receipts and we will add them up and 

give you a store credit worth 10% of your purchases! 

It’s our way of thanking you for your business! 
Speak to an associate for details.


