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How to Set a Fire and Why 
by Jesse Ball 
(Pantheon)

Fourteen year old Lucia Stanton is reminiscent 

of Huck Finn, Scout, and other legendary young 

characters. She lives with her eccentric aunt in 

a one room garage, her father is dead, and her mother has been 

institutionalized. Lucia is sarcastic, funny, cynical, and more 

intelligent than many of the adults that she encounters. Arriving 

at her new school, having been expelled from her previous one 

after stabbing a classmate in the neck with a pencil, she discovers 

the Arson Club. Armed with only her wit, and her dad’s zippo, 

she’s ready to set the world on fire. Jesse Ball’s newest novel is 

captivating, harrowing, and so much fun!

-Susan Schlesinger

The Mighty Odds
By Amy Ignatow 
(Amulet Books)

This is the first book in a series that will follow 

the lives of four twelve year olds and their friends 

after one life changing event. On the ride home from a field trip, 

their bus randomly flips over during a huge storm. As if this wasn’t 

enough to process, everyone in the bus seems to have gained some 

sort of super power. What caused this supernatural phenomenon? 

Who is the real enemy? Will middle school ever be the same for 

these kids and their teachers? With a little bit of mystery and a lot of 

action, this reader can’t wait for the next book

-Emily Bonvechio

Staff picks

Altamont: The Rolling Stones, The Hell 
Angels, And The Inside Story Of Rock’s 
Darkest Day
by Joel Selvin
(Dey Street Books)

Joel Selvin’s exhaustively researched new book, 

Altamont asks if order can emerge from disorder.  The answer is 

‘no,’ particularly if disorder is wound up on speed and bad LSD 

and is packing a gun. This very interesting books examines the 

infamous rock festival that occurred at the Altamont speedway 

in late 1969. The colossal arrogance of The Rolling Stones and 

blithe ignorance of Gram Parsons rub against The Hell’s Angels’ 

increasing discomfort with having to play cops for a bunch of 

wealthy hippies. Dozens of mysterious people make promises and 

claims, none of which are fulfilled. At the end, 4 people are dead.

- Guy Benoit

Pyramid Hunters: The Iron Tomb
by Peter Vegas
(Aladdin)

When thirteen-year-old Sam Force boards his flight 

in Boston, he never imagines that the police will 

be waiting for him at the gate in Egypt. His Uncle 

Jasper’s gone missing and there’s a warrant out for his arrest. Now 

Sam is on a race against the police and the creepy guys who seem 

to be following him: he needs to find his uncle before they do. With 

the help of his new friend Mary and the mysterious taxi driver, 

Hadi, Sam follows the breadcrumbs Uncle Jasper left and discover 

a secret that’s been buried for years in the desert sands. A fun, fast-

paced first adventure in a new series that’s perfect for fans of Rick 

Riordan and Indiana Jones. 

-Francesgrace Ferland



Friday September 9th at 7pm  
Amy Stewart, Lady Cop Makes Trouble

After besting (and arresting) a ruthless silk factory 
owner and his gang of thugs in Girl Waits with 
Gun, Constance Kopp became one of the nation’s 
first deputy sheriffs. She’s proven that she can’t be 
deterred, evaded, or outrun. But when the wiles of a 

German-speaking con man threaten her position and her hopes for 
this new life, and endanger the honorable Sheriff Heath, Constance 
may not be able to make things right. Based on a true story, Girl 
Waits with Gun introduced Constance Kopp and her charming and 
steadfast sisters to an army of enthusiastic readers. Those readers 
will be thrilled by this second installment--also ripped from the 
headlines--in the romping, wildly readable life of a woman forging 
her own path, tackling crime and nefarious criminals along the way. 

Amy Stewart is the author of eight books, including the new Kopp  
Sisters series. She has also written six nonfiction books on the perils  
and pleasures of the natural world, including four New York Times 
bestsellers: The Drunken Botanist, Wicked Bugs, Wicked Plants, and  
Flower Confidential. She lives in Eureka, CA.

Saturday September 10th 7pm 
Jennifer Vaughn, Throw Away Girls

Hard-charging, insightful, and ambitious, Jaycee 
Wilder wants to take her TV news career to the next 
level. The Los Angeles reporter is hungry for the 
big story. When dead girls begin to pile up at seedy 
nightclubs that cater to whimsical, fetish-seeking 

strangers, Jaycee suspects a serial killer is at work. She aligns 
herself with an east coast cop trying to resurrect himself- and his 
once stellar career- from a drunken skid. The killer lives a normal 
life during the day, while hunting the Throw Away Girls at night, 
punishing them for their dark urges. He leaves messages behind in 
his victims’ blood, his explanation for enacting such brutal, twisted 
justice upon the unworthy. He watches the media coverage. He 
knows the wily reporter is chasing him. As Jaycee follows her gut, 
and the evidence, she forces him to act. But when a killer is clever 
and cunning, he can infiltrate anywhere. Jaycee must utilize all her 
skills to expose him before he gets to her first.

Jennifer Vaughn is an Emmy nominated, Edward R. Murrow, and Associated 
Press award-winning television news anchor for ABC affiliate, WMUR-
TV, in Manchester, NH. She has contributed to internationally television 
presidential debates alongside CNN, ABC News, and Fox News, and has 
interviewed every sitting president and presidential candidate since 1999.

Author & Special events

Thursday, September 15th at 7pm  
Dr. Peter D. Kramer, Ordinarily Well

In Ordinarily Well, the celebrated psychiatrist and 
author Peter D. Kramer examines the growing 
controversy about the popular medications. A 
practicing doctor who trained as a psychotherapist 
and worked with pioneers in psychopharmacology, 

Kramer combines moving accounts of his patients’ dilemmas with 
an eye-opening history of drug research to cast antidepressants in 
a new light. Kramer hones in on the moment of clinical decision 
making: Prescribe or not? What evidence should doctors bring 
to bear? Using the wide range of reference that readers have 
come to expect in his books, he traces and critiques the growth 
of skepticism toward antidepressants. He examines industry-
sponsored research, highlighting its shortcomings. He unpacks the 
“inside baseball” of psychiatry–statistics–and shows how findings 
can be skewed toward desired conclusions.

Peter D. Kramer is a psychiatrist, writer, and Brown Medical School 
professor. Among his books are Against Depression, Should You Leave?,  
and the New York Times bestseller Listening to Prozac. His articles and  
book reviews have appeared in The New York Times, The Washington Post, 
Slate, and elsewhere.

Saturday September 17th at 2pm 
Traer Scott, Wild Babies

Some special critter friends will be joining us and 
volunteers from the Wildlife Rehabilitators of 

Rhode Island to tell us a little about the important work that they 
do! A portion of all sales of Wild Babies will be donated to WRRI

Bestselling author and photographer Traer Scott captures the 
magic and wonder of a young animal’s first weeks of life in this 
heartwarming collection of photographs. Featuring portraits of 
more than 30 baby animals, Wild Babies provides a glimpse into 
the rarely seen world of newborn creatures. From rambunctious 
little kangaroos and fluffy fox cubs to a wide-eyed elephant seal 
pup and a tiny painted turtle, these playful images are paired with 
engaging text that highlights the remarkable moments in wild 
infants’ first days as they learn to eat, walk, swim, and fly. Animal 
lovers will delight in these close-up shots and fun trivia celebrating 
the unique personalities of irresistibly cute creatures navigating 
their way out into the world for the very first time.

Traer Scott is a photographer and a bestselling author. She teaches 
photography at the Rhode Island School of Design.

The Wildlife Rehabilitators Association of Rhode Island is a 501 (c) (3) 
organization dedicated to the care of injured and orphaned wildlife.  
WRARI  oversees the operation of The Wildlife Clinic of RI., which is the 
only medical/rehabilitation facility in the state for wildlife.  All of our work is 
supported through grants, membership, fundraising, and private donations.



Commonwealth 
by Ann Patchett 
(Harper)

“Patchett leaves behind the exotic locales and 
intricate plots of State of Wonder and Bel Canto for 
an even darker and more difficult place to navigate 

— the interior of a blended family over the course of several 
decades. While more domestic than many of her previous novels, 
Commonwealth offers plenty of intrigue and surprises as Patchett 
explores the interaction of a group of children forced into each 
other’s lives because of their parents’ impulsive choices.  
With keen insight, tears of both sorrow and joy, and some real  
– if dark– humor, Patchett pulls readers into this complex family’s 
world, and we are eager for every detail.”  
 - John Christensen, Arcadia Books, Spring Green, WI

The Underground Railroad 
by Colson Whitehead 
(Doubleday)

“Whitehead’s new novel is much more than the 
story of a runaway slave, Cora, who fights her way 
to the North; it is also a phantasmagorical look at 

race in America. In this instance the railroad is literal — a train 
roaring through tunnels constructed like a subway, leading Cora 
to several unlikely destinations. Like the travels of Gulliver, each 
of Cora’s stops on the railroad is a different version of America, 
displaying the varied ways in which Americans view race and 
manifest destiny. With exquisite prose, Colson digs deep into the 
troubled heart of America, exposing prejudice, tolerance, hatred, 
violence, and love as readers stop at each distinct station. Cora is a 
hero for the ages, and Whitehead is a writer who can guide us, like 
a station master, into the light. This is a fantastic novel.”  
 - William Carl, Wellesley Books, Wellesley, MA

Indie Next List
See what independent booksellers around the 
country are reading. Here are a few selections 
from the most recent Indie Bound Next List. 
These are all highly recommended and available 
now at Books on the Square.

HAdASSAH book CLub

9/12 @ 7pm Family Matters,  
 Burton Bernstein

11/17 @ 7pm The Secret Cord,  
 Geraldine Brooks 

Queer book CLub

9/21 @ 7pm  Will Grayson,  
 Will Grayson, 
 John Green and  
 David Levithan

10/19 @ 7pm  The Naked Civil  
 Servant, Quentin Crisp

WAyLANd SQuAre 
NeIgHborHood meetINg

9/28 & 10/26 @ 7pm

book Clubs & 
discussion groups
Book clubs and discussion groups are free 
and open to the public. Monthly book club 
selections will be discounted 10%.

HoLd oN to  
tHoSe reCeIptS!

In the months of January and July, 
bring in any of your old Books on the 
Square receipts and we will add them 
up and give you a store credit worth 

10% of your purchases! 

It’s our way of thanking  
you for your business!  
Speak to an associate for details.

kIdS’ Story HourS 
Mon., Babies   10:30-11:00

Sat., All Kids   11:00-11:30

Please Note: Sometimes our story 
times are cancelled due to sickness or 
inclement weather. You’re welcome to 
give us a call around 10am to find out if 
our story hours are still taking place.


