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Staff Picks

Dark Matter 
by Blake Crouch 
(Crown)

Dark Matter defies genre. It is a mystery, a thriller, 

and a sci-fi love story. I really can’t say too much 

without giving away it’s secrets, or spoiling the 

ending, but I’ll try. Jason Dessen is a contented family man. He’s 

a college physics professor who loves his wife and son, and he’s 

chosen this life over the alternative life of pursuing academia 

discovery, honors, and distinction. While walking home for family 

night, Jason is kidnapped by a man in a mask who asks him “Are 

you happy with your life”, before rendering him unconscious. 

Jason awakens to find himself strapped to a gurney, surrounded 

by people welcoming him back to a world he never knew. This is a 

thrilling page turner, and the plot is simply brilliant!

- Susan Schlesinger

The Wangs Versus the World
by Jade Chang
(Houghton Mifflin Harcourt)

The Wangs Versus the World is a departure 

from the usual book about rich Asians published 

lately. The Wangs were rich until the patriarch 

made some bad decisions and then doubled down. His wife, two 

daughters and college age son are in denial when the story starts. 

They quickly learn how bad things really are and almost as quickly 

begin to rise to the challenge.  Reading the story as they go from 

privilege to penury for all the grimness is made hilarious by the 

highly readable and amusing prose of Jade Chang. Her background 

in art gives an interesting dimension to the story. The character of 

the older daughter has been a successful artist until she, too had a 

reversal of fortune. Ms. Chang’s description of what went awry and 

the art world’s reaction is hilarious. Also show me a book where the 

car has opinions. The pampered pink Mercedes is now schlepping 

them across country and tells you just how that feels. The family 

dynamic is universal and becomes relatable. The son tries to 

please everyone while the youngest daughter, still in high school 

manages to be furious with everyone. I did not want to put this 

book down. By the time I finished I was ready for The Return of 

the Wangs. Jade Chang in her first novel literally took me around 

the world.

- Dora Truong

Nutshell 
by Ian McEwan
(Nan A. Talese)

What would you do if you heard your mother 

plotting to kill your father with her brother-in-law 

lover? How could you prevent it or at the very 

least avenge it? Now how would you do this is if you were still in 

utero? This unlikely premise stems from the amazing mind of Ian 

McEwan, author of indie bestsellers Atonement, Sweet Tooth, On 

Chesil Beach and myriad of others. A strange take on Shakespeare’s 

Hamlet, Nutshell is a masterful and wonderfully told tale. Fans of 

McEwan will delight in this departure and new fans will adore the 

mind of the yet-unnamed narrator. Highly recommended!

-Jennifer Kandarian

Shakespeare and Company: A History of the 
Rag & Bone Shop of the Heart 
edited by Krista Halvorsen
(Shakespeare and Company Paris)

Shakespeare and Company in Paris is the reality 

of the famous bookshop of the mind; shelves upon 

shelves upon books upon books, eccentric owner, store pets, weird 

smells, dust, strange turns, yet with the love of books coming from 

every surface. This elegant history combines the owner’s journal 

entries, lovely photos of the store, stories from the Tumbleweeds 

(people who stayed in the bookstore in exchange for work and a 

short autobiography), letters, poetry, comic content, all arranged by 

decade. All of this adds up to a beautiful elegy in honor of one of 

the world’s most important (and eclectic!) bookstores.

- Andrew Devrell

The Cartographer’s Daughter
by Kiran Millwood Hargrave
(Knopf Books for Young Readers)

I could not put this down! This book is geared 

towards 10 and up and I wouldn’t recommend 

it for anyone younger than that. There is action, 

adventure, a little bit of love, friendship, magic, and it all swirls 

around an ancient and mysterious island myth. The story moves 

quickly which keeps the reader reading and the heroine on her toes. 

If there were a sequel, I would read it in a heartbeat.

- Emily Bonvechio



Author & Special events

Thursday, November 10 at 7pm  
Karen Donovan, Your Enzymes are  
Calling the Ancients

Whether by way of ancient alphabets, modern 
art, or hidden chemistry, the poems in Karen 
Donovan’s unique second collection of poetry look 
within and without at our involuntary and intended 

expressions, signs, and gestures, which combine, in this unique 
poet’s work, to make us human. 

Published more than fifteen years after the publication of her 
Juniper Prize-winning first book, Fugitive Red, the poems in Karen 
Donovan’s second collection continue to mine the language and 
systems of science and social science as a way of portraying our 
lineage of experience. Whether through the symbols of an ancient 
Irish alphabet or the “lost gospel of ribosome,” Donovan traces the 
way our inner and outer expressions and gestures combine to form 
our humanness.

Karen Donovan’s first collection of poetry, Fugitive Red, won the  1998  
Juniper Prize for Poetry.    Her poetry has appeared in journals such as FIELD, 
Seneca Review, Conduit, THE GERM: A Journal of Poetic Research, Spiral 
Orb   and   Prime Number. For 20 years, with co-editor Walker Rumble, she 
published A Magazine of Paragraphs, a journal of short prose.   She earned 
an MFA in Creative Writing from the University of Massachusetts, Amherst, 
and now works in Providence   as the marketing and communications officer 
for The College Crusade of Rhode Island. 

Winter Storms
by Elin Hilderbrand
(Little, Brown and Company)

The last in the Quinn family trilogy, this was my 

favorite. I will miss these characters! Hilderbrand 

keeps readers on their toes with surprises around 

every corner. She ties up any loose ends from books one and two 

in a neat little Christmas bow. She continues to provide a perfect 

replica of a small New England town. Touching down in both 

Block Island and New York City in this latest work, she proves her 

ability to weave a story away from Nantucket. I left the book feeling 

genuinely happy for all members of the story and definitely in the 

holiday spirit. 

- Emily Bonvechio

Atlas Obscura: An Explorer’s Guide to the 
World’s Hidden Wonders  
by Dylan Thuras, Ella Morton, and Joshua Foer

(Workman Publishing Company)

Are you looking for suggestions for good Christmas 

gifts? Do you know somebody who is fascinated by 

the unusual? Do I have a coffee table book for them and you!  Here 

it is: Atlas Obscura: An Explorer’s Guide to the World’s Hidden 

Wonders. You can check out the concept on the website of the 

same name.  The book itself is helpfully broken down into regions 

where you can see the unusual objects and places for yourself. The 

information is clear and concise. In short a fun book to look at 

whatever your mood.

- Dora Truong

If the Magic Fits (100 Dresses Series #1) 
by Susan Maupin Schmid

(Random House Books for Young Readers)

When castle scrubber and plucky orphan Darling 

Dimple finds a secret closet filled with 100 magic 

dresses, she realizes that they have the power 

to disguise her as other people. But after she overhears a plot to 

betray the beloved Princess Mariposa, Darling decides to put those 

disguises to good use to help her friend and save the enchanted 

castle. Fans of Gail Carson Levine and Elizabeth Day George will 

love this refreshing and fun royal fairy tale adventure.

- Katie Perkins
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The Girl From Venice 
by Martin Cruz Smith 
(Simon & Schuster)

“Fans of Gorky Park and other Arkady Renko 
mysteries are about to be surprised. The Girl From 
Venice is not a mystery, and it takes place in Venice 

at the end of WWII, not in countries of the Eastern Bloc during 
the Cold War. The pace is still taut, however, and the characters 
still fascinating. Italy in the last days of the war, with the Germans 
retreating and everyone hedging their bets, is a complicated place 
to be, one where every future is uncertain and one very fitting for a 
master of subtlety like Smith.”  
 - Olga Onal, Bookmiser, Roswell, GA

A Gambler’s Anatomy 
by Jonathan Lethem 
(Doubleday)

“The Gambler vs. the House. Alexander Bruno’s 
journey as a psychically abled, top-notch 
backgammon player illuminates themes of reward 

and loss, purpose and fulfillment in this engaging, thought-
provoking yarn. Lethem’s prose is on point, and his allusions and 
references resonate strongly. His description of this world — fast, 
oddly comical, sardonic, and, at most times, without sense or 
reason — is poignant and heavy-hitting, full of breath without 
being overly winded. Another winner from Lethem, who has 
established himself firmly amongst the top dogs of intelligent 
contemporary literary fiction.”  
 - Blake Smith, The Oxford Exchange, Tampa, FL

Inheriting Edith 

by Zoe Fishman 

(William Morrow Paperbacks)

“It’s a familiar cast of characters: a single mom 
raising a spunky kid; an older woman descending 
into Alzheimer’s; the inhabitants of a small town; 

a nice eligible man. And then comes the twist: the single mom and 
the older woman aren’t related by blood, but connected through 
the older woman’s now deceased daughter. With humor and heart, 
long-held secrets come to light and special bonds are formed. 
Inheriting Edith is both entertaining and poignant.”  
 - Jenny Stroyeck, The Homer Bookstore, Homer, AK

Indie Next List
See what independent booksellers around the 
country are reading. Here are a few selections 
from the most recent Indie Bound Next List. 
These are all highly recommended and available 
now at Books on the Square.

HAdASSAH book CLub

11/7 @ 7pm The Secret Cord,  
 Geraldine Brooks

12/5 @ 7pm The Liberation of the  
 Camps, Dan Stone 

Queer book CLub

11/16 @ 7pm  A Cup of Water  
 Under My Bed,  
 Daisy Hernandez

12/21 @ 7pm  American Savage,  
 Dan Savage

book Clubs & 
discussion Groups
Book clubs and discussion groups are free 
and open to the public. Monthly book club 
selections will be discounted 10%.

HoLd oN to  
tHoSe reCeIPtS!

In the months of January and July, 
bring in any of your old Books on the 
Square receipts and we will add them 
up and give you a store credit worth 

10% of your purchases! 

It’s our way of thanking  
you for your business!  
Speak to an associate for details.

kIdS’ Story HourS 
Mon., Babies   10:30-11:00

Sat., All Kids   11:00-11:30

Please Note: Sometimes our story 
times are cancelled due to sickness or 
inclement weather. You’re welcome to 
give us a call around 10am to find out if 
our story hours are still taking place.


