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Little Rhody, as its residents affectionately call Rhode Island, is a small state 
with a lot to offer and that’s especially true in its capital city of Providence. 
Well-known for its eclectic culinary and arts scenes, Providence is also rich in 
history, culture, and entertainment, offering visitors of every age and interest 
the ability to create their own adventure. 100 Things to Do in Providence Before 
You Die is the perfect guide for all city travelers, whether you’re visiting for the 
first time and want to know the best places to dine, learn, and relax or you’re a 
die-hard local looking to make sure you’ve truly done it all. This guide includes 
all you need to know to have a wonderful time in Providence and offers insight 
into what makes our city the Creative Capital. 

Rebecca Keister lives and writes in Providence, Rhode Island. A 
communications professional, she has covered the city’s tourism 
and hospitality industries for the Providence Business News and 
has written for other regional publications including the Sun 
Chronicle Newspaper. A wine and theatre enthusiast, she loves 
exploring the city with her family and friends. Learn more at 
rebeccakeister.com.
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City of Thorns 
by Ben Rawlence 

(Picador)

City of Thorns is a compelling and haunting ac-

count of life in the refugee settlement of Dadaab, 

an isolated city located in Kenya, that was born of 

many a crisis. This city of refugees was initially created in 1992 as 

tens of thousands of refugees fled the civil war in Somalia, and now 

in 2016, it is home to roughly half a million people. Security forces, 

supported by the United States and Great Britian, prey upon the 

populace with violence and extortion. Forbidden to leave the camp 

and unable to work, they are a largely forgotten populace. Although 

I hesitate to compare one book to another, it has rightly been com-

pared to Behind the Beautiful Forevers. Rawlence, a former Human 

Rights Watch researcher, follows nine families to bring attention, 

and humanity to the plight of those forgotten in Dadaab. A must 

read that puts a spotlight on the current refugee crisis.

-Susan Schlesinger

On My Own 
Diane Rehm 

(Knopf)

NPR host Diane Rehm’s memoir On My Own 

bravely deals with the difficulties she faced once 

her husband of fifty four years died in 2013. Rehm 

resists white washing their often challenging marriage while 

surveying what connected them--their children and times cooking, 

gardening and walking. Their wrenching decision to place John 

in an assisted living facility once his Parkinson’s disease made 

home care too challenging and then their shared frustration that 

John could not choose his manner and timing of his death  have 

ironically given Rehm a new focus once she retires. Once John is 

gone, Rehm must make sense of her old life and construct a new 

one.  She does this by talking with dear friends who share how they 

negotiate widowhood and  by remaining committed to the familiar 

and comforting routine of work. Her writing is most intimate and 

inspiring when she reveals her own guilt, loneliness and sadness. 

The reader joins Rehm as she grieves but also witnesses Rehm’s 

imagining a new and different existence.

-  Lisa Peck

Staff Picks

Between Clay and Dust  
by Musharraf Ali Farooqi 

(Aleph Book Company)

Stories of brothers in conflict are ancient and time-

ly both, much like Pakistan where this story takes 

place.  Each one is a wrestler but one is righteous 

and uncompromising while his younger sibling is brash and sensi-

tive.  Drugs are only part of what divides them.  This is a story of 

generations of tradition traduced by the modern world.  Deceptively 

simple in its writing while rich in symbols and humanity,  Between 

Clay and Dust is well worth reading and perhaps rereading. 

-Dora Truong

Bloom 
by Doreen Cronin 
(Atheneum/Caitlyn Dlouhy Books)

Bloom is a fairy, who lives in the castle and keeps 

it up and running with her magic. Because she is 

a rather unorthodox fairy, she clomps about with 

mud on her feet and vines trailing. The castle people are tired of 

her mess and she is tired of their complaints. So, she leaves without 

a glance. Without her magic, soon the castle is in disrepair. With 

whimsical water color illustrations, Bloom shows that the power 

of being humble and kind with a bit of mud and joy thrown in can 

show what a perfectly ordinary girl can do!

-Robin Gross

Kill the Boy Band 
by Goldy Moldovsky 

(Point)

Four fangirls are on a mission to meet The 

Ruperts, a wildly popular British boy band whose 

members are all named...Rupert. They get exclusive 

concert tickets and reserve a room in the hotel where the boys are 

staying. Everything is going according to plan -- that is, until they 

“accidentally” kidnap one of the Ruperts. The worst one. The one 

nobody likes. And they DEFINITELY weren’t expecting the disaster 

that happened next. KTBB is a hilarious story about art, idols, and 

the power of fangirls -- and how to recover when everything you 

wanted goes horribly, terribly wrong.

- Katie Perkins



Sat. Mar. 12 at 4pm 
Local Contributors, Heidi Werther and  
Deb Elbaum, Coaching for Powerful 
Change: The Keys to Unlocking Personal 
and Professional Transformation 

 A collaboration of 14 coaches from all areas of 
coaching provide wisdom and insight for those 

of you seeking “what’s next;” those of you struggling to find your 
purpose, balance or spirituality in your life; and those of you 
who may be called to the coaching profession. In this book that’s 
been coined, “The Yoga Book of Coaching,” you’ll read every one 
of the incredible and inspiring stories these coaches tell. You’ll 
learn about their struggles and defeats and their perseverance and 
success. You’ll discover many tips and tools and sparks of ideas 
they’ve shared to help people ignite the change they feel ready for 
in their life. There really is no limit to what you can envision and 
create for yourself when working with a life or business coach. 
So…what’s next for you? Ask yourself these questions. “Why am 
I here?”, “What is my purpose?”, “Am I living someone else’s 
dream?, “Do I jump out of bed each day excited to be alive?” 
Really think about your answers and if you’re not happy with 
them, I encourage you to read this enlightening collaboration, 
explore working with a coach or enrolling in a coaching program. 
Sometimes we wonder if it’s even possible to have the life we 
dream of, but the truth is that our time here is short and we can’t 
afford to waste another moment wishing we had another career, 
another relationship or another life. Find your “what’s next” now!

As a professional coach and mediator, Heidi Werther works with individuals, 
families, and organizations empowering them to embrace changes that 
fuel constructive results. She coaches people in transition specializing in 
interpersonal relationships, co-parenting challenges, business relationships, 
career transitions, and business growth.

Deb Elbaum received her coach training and CPCC certification from the 
Coaches Training Institute, an internationally-recognized program based in 
San Rafael, CA and her ACC certification is from the International Coach 
Federation. She has an A.B. in Psychology from Harvard College and an 
M.D. from the University of Pennsylvania School of Medicine. 

Sat. Mar. 19 at 7pm  
Steven Manchester, The Changing Season

This was supposed to be a simple summer for 
Billy: one more lazy expanse of time before college 
began. He’d fill the hours playing with Jimmy –  
his canine best buddy – going camping and doing 
all the things he promised Jimmy they’d do before 

Billy left. But that was before the accident that shook the entire 
town. It was before the summer job that turned into something so 
much more than a way to get a paycheck. And it was before Vicki. 
This summer was destined to be many things to Billy, things he 
didn’t truly understand until now. But it was definitely not going  
to be simple. An enormously touching, richly textured, deeply 
moving novel of new adulthood, The Changing Season is an 
experience to savor.

Steven Manchester is the author of the #1 bestsellers Twelve Months, The 
Rockin’ Chair, Pressed Pennies, and Gooseberry Island as well as the novel 
Goodnight, Brian. His work has appeared on NBC’s Today Show, CBS’s The 
Early Show, CNN’s American Morning, and BET’s Nightly News.

Sat. Apr. 2 at 4pm 
Rebecca Keister, 100 Things to Do in 
Providence Before You Die 

Little Rhody, as its residents affectionately call 
Rhode Island, is a small state with a lot to offer 
and that’s especially true in its capital city of 
Providence. Well-known for its eclectic culinary 

and arts scenes, Providence is also rich in history, culture and 
entertainment, offering visitors of every age and interest the ability 
to create their own adventure. 100 Things to Do in Providence 
Before You Die is the perfect guide for all city travelers, whether 
you’re visiting for the first time and want to know the best places to 
dine, learn and relax or you’re a die-hard local looking to make sure 
you’ve truly done it all. This guide includes all you need to know to 
have a wonderful time in Providence and offers insight into what 
makes our city the Creative Capital.

Rebecca Keister lives and writes in Providence, RI. A communications 
professional, she has covered the city’s tourism and hospitality industries 
for The Providence Business News and has written for other regional 
publications including The Sun Chronicle Newspaper.
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What Is Not Yours Is Not Yours: Stories 
by Helen Oyeyemi 
(Riverhead)

“There is magic in Helen Oyeyemi’s writing. There 
is magic in the settings, which shift between the 
conventional and the fantastic as readers devotedly 

follow her characters down any path they please. There is magic 
in the tales themselves, as readers recognize a situation only to 
have it bloom into a flower they have never imagined before, 
full of beauty or of dread. And, most certainly, there is magic in 
such breathtaking prose and unimaginable characters. This is a 
captivating story collection, filled with both fairy tale whimsy and 
dark, complicated mystery. Highly recommended!”  
 - Luisa Smith, Book Passage, Corte Madera, CA

A Doubter’s Almanac 
by Ethan Canin 
(Random House)

“I love settling into a novel where I meet smart 
yet conflicted protagonists and get right into their 
skin. In A Doubter’s Almanac, Milo Andret’s 

mathematical genius is as much a burden as it is a gift. He makes 
a series of choices — damaging to both himself and his family — 
that would seem to unravel any empathy readers might have for 
him, but Canin’s eloquent prose brings out the humanity in even 
the most flawed individuals. This is a novel filled with characters 
whose struggles with intellect, family, and vulnerability I won’t 
soon forget.”  
 - Sarah Bagby, Watermark Books & Café, Wichita, KS

Indie Next List
See what independent booksellers around the 
country are reading. Here are a few selections 
from the most recent Indie Bound Next List. 
These are all highly recommended and available 
now at Books on the Square.

hadaSSah Book cLuB

3/7 @ 7pm Born Guilty,  
 Peter Sichrovsky

4/4 @ 7pm The Brothers  
 Ashkenazi, I. J. Singer

QuEEr Book cLuB

3/16 @ 7pm Fire Shut Up in  
 My Bones,  
 Charles M. Blow

4/20 @ 7pm The Daylight Gate,  
 Jeanette Winterson

WayLaNd SQuarE 
NEIghBorhood MEEtINg

3/22 & 4/25 @ 7pm

Book clubs & 
discussion groups
Book clubs and discussion groups are free 
and open to the public. Monthly book club 
selections will be discounted 10%.

hoLd oN to  
thoSE rEcEIPtS!

In the months of January and July, 
bring in any of your old Books on the 
Square receipts and we will add them 
up and give you a store credit worth 

10% of your purchases! 

It’s our way of thanking  
you for your business!  
Speak to an associate for details.

kIdS’ Story hourS 
Mon., Babies   10:30-11:00

Sat., All Kids   11:00-11:30

Please Note: Sometimes our story 
times are cancelled due to sickness or 
inclement weather. You’re welcome to 
give us a call around 10am to find out if 
our story hours are still taking place.


