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Staff PickS

History of Wolves 
by Emily Fridlund 
(Atlantic Monthly Press)

This is an atmospheric, haunting novel of 
Linda, who is raised in the last vestiges of 
a hippy commune in northern Minnesota. 

From her cold barren home Linda trains her binoculars on a 
home in the distance, and becomes obsessed with a family 
that lives on the lake. What follows is a story of choices and 
consequences.  Written beautifully with so much tension,  
I couldn’t put it down. 

-Robin Gross

The Futures
by anna Pitoniak
(Lee Boudreaux Books)

This strong debut novel follows a young 
couple of disparate backgrounds from Yale 
to New York City in the midst of the 1980’s 

financial meltdown. While Evan is a scholarship kid at Yale, 
Julia comes from a comfortable, privileged background. 
Young and in love, they move to New York City where Evan 
lands a job at a hedge fund and Julia accepts a position at 
a nonprofit arts organization. As Evan becomes immersed 
in his career, Julia becomes lonely and isolated leading to 
disastrous consequences. The telling of the story in  
alternate viewpoints of the two main characters makes  
for a compelling debut!

-Susan Schlesinger

Forever Words:  
The unknown Poems 
by Johnny Cash 
ed. Paul Muldoon
(Blue Rider Press)

Much like Emily Dickinson, Johnny Cash was 
in the habit of jotting down thoughts and poems on whatever 
paper was handy. This short collection of poems, fragments, 
and songs yet-to-be, remind us of what a powerful voice 
Cash was, and the things we find in his songs are here; 
sorrow, love, spirituality, humor, and the vivid talent of a man 
who knows the power of language. A lot of the poems are 
accompanied by an image of the scrap of paper it was hastily 
jotted down on, which gives this collection even more depth 
than the poems themselves already do. A charming little book 
for fan and poetry lover alike.

-Andrew Devrell

The Magnolia Story
by Chip and Joanna Gaines
with Mark Dagostino
(Thomas Nelson)

The endearing stars of HGTV’s show Fixer 
Upper tell their story from childhood to 

the present. Chip and Joanna cover all of the pitfalls and 
miracles that had to happen to get them to their present 
success. Those unfamiliar with the show will still enjoy the 
pure inspiration these two bring to an audience. While Chip 
spearheads the demolition and construction on homes they 
purchase, Joanna deals with the design end…and her taste 
is impeccable. Together they have created a business out 
of flipping fixer uppers for home buyers in Waco, Texas. 
Readers will walk away with a profound sense of hope and 
renewed energy in whatever it is that they love.

- Emily Bonvechio  



Thursday, January 19th at 7pm

Henry Horenstein,  
Shoot What You Love

The best professional advice Henry  
Horenstein ever received was to “shoot what 

you love.” He’s been doing that for more than four decades, 
capturing photographs that often richly evoke older cultures 
and places, especially ones that are disappearing: country 
musicians in Branson, horse racing at Saratoga Springs, 
nightlife in Buenos Aires, fais do-dos in Cajun Louisiana, 
old highways everywhere. Horenstein brings these images 
together in this rich visual memoir, along with behind-the-
scenes stories, insights, and tips and suggestions for being  
a better photographer. 

Henry Horenstein is a professional photographer, author, and  
educator. He has published more than thirty books, including 
monographs as well as several widely used photography textbooks.  
His photographs have been widely collected and exhibited 
internationally. Henry lives in Boston and is professor of  
photography at Rhode Island School of Design.

Saturday, January 21st at 4pm

Heather Graham and Jon Land,  
The Rising

Alex Chin has the world on a plate. A football 
hero and homecoming king with plenty of 
scholarship offers, his future looks bright. 
His tutor, Samantha Dixon, is preparing to 

graduate high school at the top of her class. She plans to 
turn her NASA internship into a career. When a football 
accident lands Alex in the hospital, his world is turned upside 
down. His doctor is murdered. Then, his parents. Death 
seems to follow him wherever he goes, and now it’s after him. 
Alex flees. He tells Samantha not to follow, but she became 
involved the moment she walked through his door and found 
Mr. and Mrs. Chin as they lay dying in their home. The two 
race desperately to stay ahead of Alex’s attackers long enough 
to figure out why they are hunting him in the first place. 

Heather Graham is a New York Times and USA Today bestselling 
author. She has written over one hundred novels. She has been 
honored with awards from Walden Books, B. Dalton, Georgia 
Romance Writers, Affaire de Coeur, RT Book Reviews, and more.

Jon Land is the USA Today bestselling author of more than thirty-
seven novels, including Strong Rain Falling (winner of the 2014 
International Book Award and 2013 USA Best Book Award for 
Mystery-Suspense). He’s a graduate of Brown University and lives  
in Providence, Rhode Island.

author & SPecial eventS 2016 BeSt SellerS

Kids top 10
1. Harry Potter and the Cursed Child - Parts I & II  
by J. K. Rowling, John Tiffany, Jack Thorne

2. Finding Winnie by Lindsay Mattick, Sophie Blackall (Illustrator)

3. Double Down (Diary of a Wimpy Kid Series #11) by Jeff Kinney

4. Ghosts by Raina Telgemeier

5. Last Stop on Market Street by Matt de la Peña,  
Christian Robinson (Illustrator) 

6. Firelight (Amulet Series #7) by Kazu Kibuishi

7. Ada Twist, Scientist by Andrea Beaty, David Roberts (Illustrator)

8. Good Night Rhode Island by Adam Gamble,  
Anne Rosen (Illustrator)

9. Hello Rhode Island! by Martha Zschock

10. Nimona by Noelle Stevenson

Adult fiction top 10
1. A Man Called Ove by Fredrik Backman

2. The Sympathizer by Viet Thanh Nguyen

3. Milk and Honey by Rupi Kaur

4. My Brilliant Friend by Elena Ferrante

5. The Underground Railroad by Colson Whitehead

6. The Little Paris Bookshop by Nina George

7. All the Light We Cannot See by Anthony Doerr

8. My Grandmother Asked Me to Tell You She’s Sorry  
by Fredrik Backman

9. A Little Life by Hanya Yanagihara

10. The Girl on the Train by Paula Hawkins

Adult non-fiction top 10
1. Between the World and Me by Ta-Nehisi Coates

2. When Breath Becomes Air by Paul Kalanithi

3. The Last Good Heist by Wayne Worcester, 
Randall Richard, Tim White

4. The Soul of an Octopus by Sy Montgomery

5. Alexander Hamilton by Ron Chernow 

6. Hillbilly Elegy by J. D. Vance

7. 100 Things to Do in Providence Before You Die 
by Rebecca Keister

8. The Life-Changing Magic of Tidying Up by Marie Kondo

9. Hope: A School, a Team, a Dream by Bill Reynolds

10. Born to Run by Bruce Springsteen



Books for Living 
by Will Schwalbe 
(Knopf)

“Anyone can recommend a book, but it’s rare 
that someone can fully articulate its lifelong 
impact. Schwalbe has the rarest of voices 

— both intimate and universal — and with deep care and 
reflection he offers readers the most personal and heartfelt 
parts of himself in his latest collection. This is not a list of 
Schwalbe’s favorite books, but is instead an explanation of 
how certain books and authors taught him timeless lessons 
about our deepest longings. Schwalbe’s voice leaps off the 
page and fills the room as only the liveliest conversations can. 
I can’t stop thinking about this book and want to read every 
title mentioned, if only to keep the conversation going.” 

- Miriam Landis, Island Books, Mercer Island, WA

Difficult Women 
by roxane Gay 
(Grove Press)

“A ‘difficult woman’ has become shorthand 
for one who speaks her mind, who questions 
patriarchal power, and who refuses to 

be defined by a standard of femininity. The women who 
populate Gay’s story collection are all difficult in their 
own ways — mothers, sisters, lovers, some married 
and some single, most of flesh and one of glass — yet 
they are all searching for understanding, for identity, and 
for ways to make sense of a sometimes nonsensical, 
cruel world. Some of Gay’s stories are graphic, some are 
allegorical, and all are important commentaries on what 
being female looks and feels like in modern America.” 

- Becky Gilmer, Bloomsbury Books, Ashland, OR

indie next liSt
See what independent booksellers 
around the country are reading.  
Here are a few selections from the 
most recent Indie Bound Next List. 
These are all highly recommended and 
available now at Books on the Square.

QUEER BOOK CLUB

1/18 @ 7pm  under the udala Trees,  
 Chinelo Okparanta 

2/15 @7pm  Hissing Cousins,  
 Marc Peyser &  
 Timothy Dwyer

HADASSAH BOOK CLUB

2/6 @ 7pm The Liberation of the  
 Camps, Dan Stone

KIDS’ STORY HOURS

Mon., Babies   10:30-11:00
Sat., All Kids   11:00-11:30

Please note: Sometimes our story times are 
cancelled due to sickness or inclement weather. 
You’re welcome to give us a call around 10am to 
find out if our story hours are still taking place.

Book cluBS & 
diScuSSion GrouPS
Book clubs and discussion groups are free 
and open to the public. Monthly book club 
selections will be discounted 10%.

hold on to thoSe receiPtS!

In the months of January and July, bring in 
any of your old Books on the Square receipts 
and we will add them up and give you a store 
credit worth 10% of your purchases! 

It’s our way of thanking you for your 
business! Speak to an associate for details.


