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Staff Picks

A Certain Age 
by Beatriz Williams
(William Morrow)

A tightly-plotted and sensual retelling of Der 

Rosenkavalier by Strauss, A Certain Age concerns 

the tensions between old money and new money, 

between youth and age, and between men and women in 1920s 

Manhattan. This novel has it all -- romance, intrigue, scandal, 

Jazz Age hedonism, an unsolved murder mystery, a love triangle, 

bittersweet existential decisions -- but it’s the vibrant prose that 

brings these sympathetic characters to life

- Katie Perkins

Under the Harrow  
by Flynn Berry

(Penguin Books)

Under the Harrow is a powerful, psychological 

thriller, by debut novelist Flynn Berry. The story of 

two sisters, their relationship, and the trauma and 

secrets that surround them will haunt you from the 

very first page. Nora is looking forward to spending the weekend 

at her sister’s home in the countryside, but she arrives to find 

Rachel has been brutally murdered. Nora’s struggle to search for 

her sister’s killer turns into obsession, and as past history comes to 

light, this complex and compelling tale will keep you spellbound.

- Susan Schlesinger

Wolf Hollow  
by Lauren Wolk
(Dutton Books for Young Readers)

An historical coming-of-age story of Annabell, a 

precocious twelve year old who may remind you 

a bit of Scout. With her quiet sense of decency, 

Annabell is at the center of this compelling book that examines 

bullies and bigotry. A “hauntingly” original story good for middle 

grade boys and girls-I would definitely consider this a keeper! This 

is Lauren Wolk’s first book for young adults and hopefully the first 

of many.

-Robin Gross

spill simmer falter wither  
by Sara Baume
(Houghton Mifflin Harcourt)

spill simmer falter wither is Sara Baume’s 

beautifully written first novel. Dysfunctional 

human Ray impulsively connects with rescue dog 

One Eye.  The man-dog relationship allows Ray to finally see his life 

for what it is-living in the shadow of a long-dead, uncaring father. 

Man and dog are forced to flee when One Eye attacks another 

dog and they set off on a rambling road trip. Baume’s prose is 

constructed in such a way that we are never sure if Ray is speaking 

to One Eye or to us-and this is the magic of great storytelling.

- Jennifer Kandarian

The Best Worst Thing  
by Kathleen Lane 
(Little, Brown Books for Young Readers)

The young protagonist of The Best Worst Thing is 

anxious about all the things in the world she can’t 

control. A murderer on the loose! An evil neighbor! 

An older sister who has lapsed into teenage melancholy! Injustice 

everywhere! Maggie is a sympathetic and relatable character as 

she strives for security in the midst of uncertainty. Her charming 

observations and voice are reminiscent of Harper Lee’s Scout and 

Beverly Cleary’s Ramona.

- Katie Perkins



Thurs. June 9 at 7pm  
N.S. Dolkart, Silent Hall  

After their homeland is struck with a deadly plague, 
five refugees cross the continent searching for 
answers. Instead they find Psander, a wizard whose 
fortress is invisible to the gods, and who is willing 
to sacrifice anything – and anyone – to keep the 

knowledge of the wizards safe. With Psander as their patron, the 
refugees cross the mountains, brave the territory of their sworn 
enemies, confront a hostile ocean and even traverse the world of 
the fairies in search of magic powerful enough to save themselves 
– and Psander’s library – from the wrath of the gods. All they need 
to do is to rescue an imprisoned dragon and unleash a primordial 
monster upon the world. How hard could it be?

N.S. Dolkart is a graduate of Hampshire College. By day, he leads activities in 
a nonprofit nursing home; in the evenings he cooks with his wife and plays 
with their two children; and only late at night does he write his tales of magic 
and Godhood. He doesn’t sleep much. Silent Hall is his first novel.

Sat. June 18 at 7pm 
Rachel M Harper, This Side of Providence

Arcelia Perez fled Puerto Rico to escape a failed 
marriage and a history of abuse, but instead of 
finding her piece of the American dream, she ends 
up on the wrong side of Providence. With three 
young children, Arcelia follows a rocky path that 

ultimately leads to prison and an agonizing drug withdrawal. But 
her real challenge comes when she’s released and must figure out 
how to stay clean and reunite the family that has unraveled in her 
absence. Through rotating narrators, we hear from the characters 
whose lives and futures are inextricably linked with Arcelia’s own 
uncertain fate: her charming, street-savvy son, Cristo, and brilliant 
daughter Luz; their idealistic teacher, Miss Valenti´n, who battles 
her own demons; and the enigmatic Snowman, her landlord and 
confidante. This powerful story of hope and redemption reveals the 
un- acknowledged side of one of our oldest American cities, where 
even the bleakest of realities can’t destroy the bonds between parent 
and child. Rich in humanity, This Side of Providence is a novel of 
exceptional force and originality.

Rachel M. Harper was born in Boston and raised in Providence, RI and 
rural Minnesota. A graduate of Brown University, she went on to earn her 
Master’s degree from USC. Her poems and short fiction have been published 
in The Carolina Review, Chicago Review, African American Review, Prairie 
Schooner, and the anthology Mending the World: Stories of Family by 
Contemporary Black Writers. Harper currently teaches fiction at Spalding 
University’s brief-residency MFA in Writing Program.

Author & Special events

Fri. June 24 at 7pm 
Don N. Hagist, The Revolution’s Last Men 

During the Civil War that threatened to tear 
the United States apart came the realization 
that only a handful of veterans of the American 
Revolution still survived—men who had fought 
the war that created the nation. Six of these men 

were photographed and interviewed for a book by Reverend E. B. 
Hillard that appeared late in 1864. Their images have captivated 
generations since then; but—through a combination of faded 
memories and the interviewer’s patriotic agenda—the biographies 
accompanying these amazing photographs were garbled and 
distorted, containing information that ranged from inaccurate to 
implausible. Now for the first time the military careers of these 
men have been researched in detail using a wide range of primary 
sources. The result is a new perspective on the actual service of 
these soldiers, from enlistment to discharge, along with new details 
of their relatively quiet postwar lives. The Revolution’s Last Men 
presents the original biographical interviews published in 1864, 
pension depositions and other first-hand accounts given by each 
man later in life, and an up-to-date biography examining each 
soldier’s service and discussing the inaccuracies and uncertainties 
of the previously published accounts. To complement the 
photographs taken in 1864, original drawings depict the men as 
they may have appeared when they were soldiers, using current 
research on military artifacts and material culture. Also included 
are additional photographs of some of the men that were not part 
of the 1864 collection but taken when their status as the last known 
survivors of the American Revolution made them celebrities. While 
the photographs of these aged veterans continue to inspire, this 
book puts their service into perspective and allows these men to be 
appreciated for who they really were and for their great and unique 
service to their country.

Don N. Hagist is the author of a number of books and articles on the 
American Revolution, including British Soldier’s Story: Roger Lamb’s 
Narrative of the American Revolution, Wenches, Wives and Servant Girls: A 
Selection of Advertisements for Female Runaways in American Newspapers, 
1770–1783, and British Soldiers, American War: Voices of the American 
Revolution. He lives in Rhode Island.



The Girls 
by Emma Cline 
(Random House)

“Evie Boyd is a lonely 14-year-old adjusting to her 
parents’ recent divorce and an emotional break 
with her childhood best friend. She encounters  

a wild and enchanting group of girls and is immediately drawn  
into their world of reckless abandon. Seduced by their thrilling,  
cult-like family hidden in the California hills, Evie finds herself 
pulled into events that will lead to unspeakable violence. Cline’s 
captivating prose strips bare the deep desires and vulnerability 
of teenage Evie as she struggles for acceptance. The Girls is an 
enthralling and haunting novel that will linger with readers long 
after the last page.”  
 - Tarah Jennings, Mitzi’s Books, Rapid City, SD

Modern Lovers 
by Emma Straub 
(Riverhead Books)

“Set in trendy Brooklyn, Straub’s latest novel 
follows the lives of former bandmates Zoe, 
Elizabeth, and Andrew and their teenage children, 

Ruby and Harry. When Ruby and Harry begin a relationship, their 
parents are forced to face and reveal long-buried tensions and 
secrets. Straub’s spot-on depictions of middle-age suburban life and 
teenage angst are alternatively searing and hilarious. This book is 
the ultimate literary beach read!”  
 - Alexis Jason-Mathews, Politics & Prose, Washington, DC

Indie next List
See what independent booksellers around the 
country are reading. Here are a few selections 
from the most recent Indie Bound Next List. 
These are all highly recommended and available 
now at Books on the Square.

HAdASSAH Book CLuB

6/6 @ 7pm H is for Hawk.  
 Helen MacDonald

7/11 @ 7pm Alexandrian Summer,  
 Yitzhak Goren

Queer Book CLuB

6/15 @ 7pm Happiness,  
 Like Water,  
 Chinelo Okparanta

7/20 @ 7pm Mississippi Sissy,  
 Kevin Sessums

WAyLAnd SQuAre 
neIgHBorHood MeetIng

6/22 & 7/27 @ 7pm

Book Clubs & 
discussion groups
Book clubs and discussion groups are free 
and open to the public. Monthly book club 
selections will be discounted 10%.

HoLd on to  
tHoSe reCeIPtS!

In the months of January and July, 
bring in any of your old Books on the 
Square receipts and we will add them 
up and give you a store credit worth 

10% of your purchases! 

It’s our way of thanking  
you for your business!  
Speak to an associate for details.

kIdS’ Story HourS 
Mon., Babies   10:30-11:00

Sat., All Kids   11:00-11:30

Please Note: Sometimes our story 
times are cancelled due to sickness or 
inclement weather. You’re welcome to 
give us a call around 10am to find out if 
our story hours are still taking place.


